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     NATIONAL RESEARCH REVEALS OVERWHELMING PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR 

INTERNATIONAL SURROGACY LEGISLATION  

 

• 81% of Irish adults support the inclusion of international surrogacy in the Assisted Human 

Reproductive (AHR) Bill 

• 80% of all adults believe that a child should have the right to a legal relationship to their 

genetic parents 

• Over 1 in 10 Irish people have had or know someone who has had a child via surrogacy 

 

 

Wednesday, 8th June 2022: For the first time, national research has revealed the public’s 

opinions on the topic of surrogacy in Ireland. The survey conducted by research agency 

iReach Insights questioned a nationally representative sample of Irish adults during the month 

of May this year. The results reveal an overwhelming majority, 81%, support the inclusion of 

international surrogacy in the Assisted Human Reproductive (AHR) bill. This jumps to 87% 

support amongst all females and again to 87% amongst adults aged 25 – 34 years old.  

 

Over two thirds (68%) of adults feel strongly about the inclusion of international surrogacy in 

the AHR bill. The majority (80%) of adults think all Irish children should have the right to a 

legal relationship to the person that is genetically their mother or father. Currently Irish 

legislation only recognises the male who is genetically linked to the child and the female who 

gives birth to the child. A woman who is genetically the mother of the child but did not give 

birth has no legal rights under current Irish law. 

 

The results mirror those of the 2013 Constitutional Convention which resulted in a vote of 81 

to 12 in favour of changing Irish law to incorporate the rights to parentage, guardianship, and 

upbringing of children1. The convention was tasked with debating the rights to parental 

relationships in the context of LGBTQ+ relationships. 

 

Over 1 in 10 Irish adults (13%) have had or know someone who has had a child via surrogacy. 

This increases to 16% amongst males and 31% of adults aged 18-24. The majority (85%) of 

all adults would support an Assisted Human Reproductive (AHR) bill that would include 

provision for the regulation of IVF and the establishment of domestic surrogacy in Ireland, 

highest amongst females at 91%. 

 

                                                 
1
 Constitutional Convention Report 2013, Amending the Constitution or provide for same-sex marriage - Link  

https://www.constitutionalconvention.ie/AttachmentDownload.ashx?mid=c90ab08b-ece2-e211-a5a0-005056a32ee4
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Commenting on the research today, Chairperson of the Assisted Human Reproductive 

Coalition, Elaine Cohalan said; “This research, which for the first time polls the opinions of the 

nation on the topic of international surrogacy and the rights to parentage, clearly shows that 

the vast majority of Irish people strongly support the inclusion of international surrogacy in the 

proposed AHR bill and believe that the law needs to establish a legal relationship for all Irish 

children with their parents.”  

 

Cohalan continued; “Over the past number of weeks the Special Joint Oireachtas Committee 

on International Surrogacy has heard first-hand accounts from Irish parents of the struggles 

faced without legislation, opinions from legal and medical experts on the area of international 

surrogacy as well as from the Government’s Special Rapporteur on Child Protection, 

Professor Conor O’Mahony, all of whom supported the inclusion of international surrogacy in 

the AHR bill. It is our hope that the clear view from the experts, parents and public opinion is 

listened to by the Government and the AHR bill is amended to include international surrogacy.” 

 

The publication of the results of the research coincides with the last public meeting of the 

Special Joint Oireachtas Committee on International Surrogacy which takes place this 

Thursday 9th June. The committee which was set up to consider and make recommendations 

on measures to address issues arising from international surrogacy has heard from experts in 

the legal and medical fields from Ireland and internationally, along with personal testimonies 

from affected individuals and interest groups. The committee is now due to draft a report with 

its recommendations for consideration of Government. 

 

ENDS 

 

For more information, please contact; 

Shane Lennon on 087 900 0320 or shane.oleannain@gmail.com  

 

 

Notes to the editor: 

 

Research was conducted between 5th – 12th May 2022 by independent research agency iReach Insights 

on behalf of the AHR Coalition and results are nationally representative by Age, Gender, Region, SES 

and received 1,000 responses. The research provides insights into opinions on the Assisted Human 

Reproductive (AHR) bill. The report also provides insights into opinions on international surrogacy.  

 

The Assisted Human Reproductive Coalition is made up of member organisations which includes the 
National Infertility Support and Information Group, Irish Families Through Surrogacy, Irish Gay Dads, 
Independent Living Movement Ireland, Equality for Children and LGBT Ireland. The coalition is 
advocating for the inclusion of international surrogacy in the Assisted Human Reproductive (AHR) bill. 
 

Full questions and research results can be found below: 

 

Having a child via surrogacy 

 

mailto:shane.oleannain@gmail.com
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Assisted Human Reproductive (AHR) Bill 

 
 

Special Joint Oireachtas Committee 

 
 

 
 

Legal relationship with genetic parents 

 


